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body be cast beyond the walls of Rome as food for the birds, his palace was to be destroyed, his fortune
to be placed for the benefit of the public treasury and his wife and children expelled from the city
forever!

Among the ancient Persians there were two things that were stamped as the most hideous:
telling lies and creating debts. Among the Franks, a liar was forced to carry a dead dog on his shoulders.
Among the Chinese, till this day, liars are stigmatized and removed from any honor and fame. Both in
the Old and New Testaments, we have proof of how God punishes liars. He punished them severely
either with leprosy or with sudden death.

My patron, St. Justin, a martyr once wrote: “We would rather die than tell a lie.” During the
times of the persecutions, Christians gave further proof of the truth of this affirmation. They would have
been able to save their properties, their freedom and their life if they would only declare before the
judge “We are not Christians.” However, they wouldn’t do that. They loved truth and died for the sake
of truth.

There is one more example from Church history. St. Firmus, a bishop, concealed a person who
was innocently condemned to death. When they realized this, they demanded that he tell them whether
he his him and where. He answered quietly: “I cannot tell a lie, therefore | admit that | hid him; but |
cannot expose him for | know that he is innocent and | promised him that | would hide him.” They took
the bishop and tortured him, but despite his pain he did not betray the condemned man. When Caesar
was informed of what had happened, although he was a pagan, Caesar forgave the bishop and the
condemned man.

Besides telling lies by means of speech, there is yet another way to tell lies — by one’s actions
and this type of lie is called hypocrisy. This is to pretend to be better or holier than one actually is, and
does this in order to deceive others and by this gain some sort of benefit. It may be to gain something or
to gain someone’s friendship.

A hypocrite is a person who carefully conceals his evil disposition and intentions and shows off
good things which he does not possess. He does this in order to deceive others and in order that people
would regard him as a good and decent person. A hypocrite, in reality, does not want to be a good
person he just wants to pretend that he is a good person.

A hypocrite secretly commits all kinds of vices, but publicly he not only doesn’t do anything evil,
but even avoids the shadow of anything evil for he is concerned about the opinion and respect of
people. In order to appear as a pious person before people, a hypocrite will faithfully attend all
devotions, and behave in an unusual manner in church. Our Savior often reprimanded hypocrites. He
said that they come in sheep’s clothing while on the inside, they are rapacious wolves; He compared
them to graves that are whitened on the outside, but inside are full of decay.

According to St. Bernard, a hypocrite, by his clothing is a lamb, by his tricks is a fox and by his
cruelty, a wolf. The most common reason or source of hypocrisy is pride and vanity. Virtue and a
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virtuous person experiences respect everywhere and even a vicious person cannot deny respect to such
a person.

But, in order to gain virtue and become virtuous is not such an easy thing. It demands a lot of
mortification, struggles and self-sacrifice but, many would want to receive the respect, praise and honor
given to virtue, without striving for these virtues. Such people flee to hypocrisy, pretending to have the
virtues which they don’t have.

This is what the Pharisees were like. They prayed, they fasted, they gave alms, they kept all of
the rites and rituals down to the last dot but they did this not out of love for God, but in order that
people would praise them.

Is it possible that many, alas, too many people in our times act in a similar manner and thus earn
for themselves the name of Pharisees and hypocrites? A modern hypocrite is no different in any way
from a Biblical Pharisee. St. Gregory claims that hypocrites are like those women who, by the usage of
creams and dyes, want to give themselves the beauty and charm which they do not possess.

Other causes for hypocrisy are greed, fraud, theft. In order to cover up these sins, in order to be
freer in practicing them, they pretend to be someone whom in reality they are not.

Therefore, a hypocrite walks in the foot prints of the Father of Lies, the Angel of Darkness, and
in order to reach his goal, he changes himself into an Angel of Light. A hypocrite does well, but only
externally. However, everything that he does, in the eyes of God it is worthless and hasn’t even the least
bit of merit —why?

For this simple and clear reason that he is virtuous and full of good works, only for the public
eye, in order to be praised by people. Our Savior said: “Be on guard lest you do your good works in front
of people so that you would be seen by them for then you will have no reward from your Father who is
in heaven. Therefore, when you are giving alms do not have a trumpet blown before you as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and out in the streets in order that they would be seen and revered by
people; truly, say to you, they have already received their reward.

And when you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and on street corners so that others may see them. | say to you, they have received their reward.” Thus,
Christ solemnly teaches that a hypocrite already here on earth receives his reward and cannot depend
on receiving another.

It is no wonder that when the Savior was teaching in public, he often reprimanded the
unbelieving Sadducees, but much more often, and more sternly did Christ threaten the hypocritical
Pharisees. Not only did He threaten them, but He felt a great aversion to them. That is why He called
out: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You are like white-washed tombs which appear
beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and every kind of filth. Even so, on the
outside you appear righteous to the people, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and evil doing.”
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The Lord Jesus was merciful to sinners, even the greatest, as to the Samaritan woman, to Mary
Magdalen, to the paralytic, to the publican, to Zacheus and to the thief on the cross but, for the
Pharisees, He only had those terrible woes and He threatened them foretelling their eternal damnation.

You ask Why? because a hypocrite almost always persists in a lack of penance and in a hardness
of heart. He doesn’t recognize his misery and poverty, he doesn’t see his mistake and therefore, it
seems to him that he has nothing that needs to be corrected. He is, as it were, blinded and he doesn’t
see from what he should correct himself. He doesn’t want to humiliate himself and he doesn’t show any
contrition. A hypocrite offends and insults God, brings misfortune upon himself, does harm to his
neighbor, religion and good works.

Finally, a few words concerning flattery. Flattery is that mixture of lies and hypocrisy. Flattery
depends on this, that someone, despite his own convictions, extols others beyond measure, whether in
their presence or somewhere else, but in such a way so that the one being praised would find out about
it.

Flatters exaggerate, that is, they either attribute virtues to someone who doesn’t have any, or
they diminish, erase or claim as innocent that person’s evil actions. As someone wrote — “To every sin,
they give the name of a virtue. Thus an unbridled or dissolute action is called merriment or gayety,
greed is called thrift, revenge is called courage and cruelty is called justice.”

Flatters say to one’s face the very opposite of their convictions, but behind that person’s back
they laugh and jeer at the emptiness of that person who accepts their flattery as truth.

People flatter others in order to gain something. Church writers therefore compare a flatterer to
a dog who fawns in order to get a morsel of something and maybe a better morsel of food. You will find
flatterers in every class of society, and not only among career diplomats and politicians. You find such
flatterers in families, in societies, in factories, offices and stores. In every business, Our Savior called out:
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees which is hypocrisy.”

Always, everywhere and to everyone speak the truth. Sometimes we can even find ourselves in
circumstances where it is best to keep silent.

Skarga called out: “A drunkard talks a lot a sober person knows how to be silent. Where there
are too many words, there exists spiritual poverty; a grapevine has less bunches of grapes, the more
leaves that it has. They rightfully compare the tongue to a sharp arrow because it kills like an arrow. A
word is said and it cannot be recalled in any way like a ship which sailed out of port.”

Winasowicz, a poet of the eighteenth century sang: “Nature gave us one tongue and two hands
so that we would work more and talk less.” Silence is a treasure. The tongue that keeps silent will never
deserve the name a lizard’s tongue!
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February 13, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

If it is summer time and you have free time and have a car, and the weather is so-so, drive out of
town, far beyond the town, out to the village as they say in Poland, and out to the farm as they say in
America.

Beyond the city, you see scenes which you never see in the city because in the city, everything is
in motion and everybody is in a hurry. In the city there is that constant made rush after the almighty
dollar.

On the contrary, on the farm there is that soothing quiet and delightful peace. You go past
rustling woods and fields covered with corn and wheat and adorned with rows of vegetables. In the
distance you see houses, today for the most part, they are not the sad little houses of the past, but they
are truly modern farmers’ palaces surrounded by fruit trees and flower-beds. One sees barns cow sheds
and stables for cattle, horses, cows, sheep, goats and more. One marvels at all of this and praises
everything. But, how many of you notice one detail, a small one, in the eyes of the people living here,
maybe a small detail — mainly, that by every farmer’s house, or by the barn there is a dog kennel and in
that kennel, or by it, a dog normally a big dog is chained to it.

If the dog is unchained and is walking about freely he wears a muzzle to prevent him from biting
someone. Very few people notice this detail although it is very important. But the farmers, although
they are ordinarily simple people, they know about such things, and from experience they know that the
dog is an animal that is hard to trust, on whom one cannot depend. In the wink of an eye, the dog
changes from being a friend to being an enemy. Therefore, in order to be legally free of responsibility,
farmers either keep their dog on a chain, lock him up behind a fence or put a muzzle on his face.

No doubt you will be puzzled when | tell you that God acted in a similar way in creating man
when He gifted him with so many gifts none of which he deserved and among many, when He gave man
a tongue. Did you ever think about this? | doubt it; | doubt it very much.

The Creator prudently tied man’s tongue into the depth of his mouth, a in a kennel; then God
surrounded that tongue with a double fence — the teeth and the lips. Evidently, even that wasn’t enough
because God placed a muzzle on man’s tongue in the form of His commandment which says: “Thou shalt
not bear false witness against thy neighbor.”

From here to today’s talk entitled:
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REPTILE TONGUES

The introduction to this talk was strange. The title is also strange because, according to our
preacher Skarga, “a reptile tongue is ungrateful, wicked, mean, villainous, cunning, sarcastic, malicious
and caustic.”

This, then, is the actual activity oOf the human tongue with terrifying results. And there is one
more strange detail: People wear themselves out with the work and efforts of mind and body and
therefore give rest to the mind, the hands and the feet but, it is difficult to find people who give rest to
their tongue.

The human tongue is such a small machine, eternally moving and this is not in prayer, nor in
ardent acts of prayer, but in cutting down the reputation and good name of their neighbors.

A person forgets about his own shortcomings, faults and imperfections, but he puts on glasses
with magnifying lenses in order to see the tiniest fault of his neighbor and he remakes it into a crime. Or,
he convinces himself that he noticed something which in reality does not exist. Then in the first case as
well as in the second, he lets his tongue run and woe to him or to her who is the object of such an
attack.

The eighth commandment of God forbids not only false witness in court or in private talks, but it
strictly and absolutely forbids everything that could hurt someone’s good name or a neighbor’s
reputation. Therefore, it forbids lying, hypocrisy, slander, calumny, gossip, flattery, being suspicious and
being judgmental.

From the other side it commands one to always speak the truth and to be concerned of our own
good name and that of our neighbor. This commandment is of great importance for it protects the good
name of a person of which the Holy Spirit says that: “A good name is better than great wealth.”

Sacred Scripture states that the tongue kills more people than the sword. “Many were slain by
the sword, but not as many as perished by the tongue.” Everyone agrees that it is easier for a thief to
restore damage done to property, than for a thief to restore his good name.

The commandments of God above all forbid false witness whether before someone in authority
or before private people. They oblige a person to tell the truth, regardless as to whether the person for
whom he is testifying is a friend or an enemy or whether by his action he benefits or suffers a loss.

As St. Augustine teaches: “Both are equally guilty, the one who covers up the truth and the one
who tells the lie; the first one, because he does not want to help; the second one, because he wants to
do harm.”

Whoever, as a witness testifies falsely, even if it was meant to defend someone, commits an
injustice. He commits a sin, not because he is testifying, for God does not forbid the giving of testimony,
but because he testifies falsely.
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Pope Innocent Il teaches — “that lying would be forbidden even then, when it would save
someone. So much less is false witness allowed even when it concerns saving a person from temporal
misfortune.” Allow me to add here that not only those sin who give false witness, but also, the person
who hire them or bribe them to do so.

Oh, | almost forgot that a person commits false witness when, out of revenge, jealousy or
persistence he denounces and falsely accuses before a court or authority someone of a transgression
that is punishable by law, which the accused did not commit.

False witness given before a court involves three sins within itself. First — lying, for without that
there would be no false witness. Second — perjury, because in court, the witness obligates himself with a
vow that he will only speak the truth. Third — a violation of justice, since the witness presents a worthy
matter as unworthy and an unworthy matter as worthy and in this manner impairs justice.

It is no wonder that Sacred Scripture includes false witness among the sins that God abhors and
refers to false witnesses as the sons of Beliala or people who are godless, evil-doers and sons of Satan.
St. Isadore makes this observation: “A false witness does harm to three people, namely to: “God, Whom
he offends by perjury; the Judge whom he deceives with his lies; his neighbor, whom he offends with his
false witness.”

Because perjury is something ugly and a serious sin, God threatens false witnesses that they will
encounter evil: “Such a person will have no happiness on earth” and “a lying witness will perish.” And
“when they diligently investigate and conclude that the false witness is telling lies about his brother they
will do to him what he intended to do to his brother. They will have no pity for him, but a soul for a soul,
an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a hand, a foot for a foot will be pulled out.”

Even the pagans had an aversion to false witnesses and history tells us that in Roman courts at
every session there stood an executioner with an axe who would immediately behead a false witness.
False accusers were stamped on the forehead with a red hot iron.

We cannot overlook the fact that a false witness has the duty of making up for all damage that
resulted from his testimony and this damage may be great and very great; financial harm and the harm
of ruining a good name. | don’t intend to go into further detail.

In these present times people, in general, show little respect for a court oath. The witness puts
his hand on a Bible and swears that he will say “the truth, the whole truth and only the truth” and then
his deposition is one stack of lies.

Perhaps such a person sometimes succeeds in getting around the human law, in deceiving the
judge and avoiding punishment but, in the eyes of God’s law, in the eyes of God the Judge, he commits
perjury and is responsible for the results of his action.

Another transgression which this commandment forbids is lying. To lie means that knowingly
and deliberately we tell an untruth in words or by means of a sign as for example with the nod of one’s
head.
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In order for something to be a lie and the person, a liar, the one telling it must know that this is
not true, yet he tells it to others as being true. Someone tells me that he saw how two automobiles
crashed and six people were killed in this accident, | believe him. | pound on my neighbor’s door and tell
him of this catastrophe.

Meanwhile, it turns out that no one lost his life in this collision. Did | lie? No, | just repeated an
untruth believing that what was told to me was true.

| relate an old Polish fairy tale that at midnight all the animals converse among themselves. This
is not true but it is still not a lie because | am not presenting this as a reality, as a truth, and | don’t want
to deceive anyone, but | am mentioning this fairy tale with an educational purpose.

The essence of a lie depends on the will and the desire to say something false. What causes
people to lie? There are three reasons; first — a desire to do harm to another; second — a desire to help
oneself or to do a service for another; third — a desire to cheer up oneself or others with some joke.

Lying is always a sin, except that it is not always a mortal sin. It is a serious sin when we do great
harm to God, the Church or our neighbor. In other instances, it is a venial sin. People often try to
exonerate their lying with the excuse that they did that in order to render a favor to someone, or that
this was only for a joke. In the first instance we must remember the admonition of the Apostle who said
— “Let’s not do evil things in order for good things to follow.”

In the second instance it is worth remembering the classical response of St. Thomas Aquinas.
One day when he was seated at his desk writing some difficult thesis one of the monks stood in the
entrance to his cell and called out: “Father, look out of your window and see the oxen flying in the air.”
St. Thomas stood, went to the window and looked up while that monk burst into laughter. The saint
turned to him and said, “It is easier for me to believe that the oxen are flying through the air than that a
monk would lie.”

The ugliness and spite of lying stems from the fact that it opposes God Who is essential and
clear truth so that God Himself cannot be fallible or cheated, nor can God ever mislead or cheat anyone.
“God is not like a person that lies.” “I am the Truth; for this was | born, and for this reason have | come
to earth in order to give testimony to Truth.”

Besides that, lying opposes the purpose of speech, for speech is supposed to be the expression
of one’s thoughts, feelings and desires, while a liar expresses that which he does not have — neither in
his mind nor in his heart.

St. Augustine says, “It was not for this that speech was given to man, so that he would deceive
others, but so that through his speech he let others recognize his thoughts.” Because lying opposes the
very Being of God and also the purpose for which God gave man speech therefore, lying is abominable
to the Lord God.

Sacred Scripture maintains this without any exceptions: “There are six things which the Lord
despises . . . a false witness who says lies — lying lips are an abomination to the Lord.” The Creator clearly
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and strictly forbids lying: “You shall beware of lying.” “Thou shalt not lie.” “A thief is better than a man
who is constantly lying. They shall both inherit ruin.”

A thief and a liar are like twins. Long ago the Polish people had this saying — “He who lies also
steals.” The Fathers of the Church use strong words in this matter. St. Augustine wrote an entire book
against lying. St. Ambrose reminds everyone: “Beware of lying, my brothers, for everyone who loves to
lie is a child of Satan, not by nature, but because they imitate him.”

Bishop Euzebius said - “Let’s not doubt that a Christian who cares about virtue will not allow
himself in any way to be forced to tell a lie. You can threaten him with rods or death and he will call out:
‘Sharpen your sword, stir up the fire, burn and cut my body; the stars will sooner fall from the heavens
before you will hear any lie from me””

St. John compares a liar to false or bogus money which has a different value than what is seen.
The results of lying are bitter and harmful. St. Francis de Sales reminds us: “Every lie, even if it appeared
to be the smallest lie always damages either the liar himself or another for it offends truth and the
simplicity of heart. A person who lies, even as a joke, shows that he has two hearts.”

A person cannot imagine what would be happening in societies if lying was not forbidden. Then,
all kind-heartedness, honesty, respect and love would disappear from among people. The world would
turn into a cave of thieves and hoodlums. Long ago, very long ago a prophet agonized over the fact that
there is no truth on earth lies have spilled out from its banks.

| don’t know whether it is any better in our present times. Lies spread like fire. Lies have a
footing in all layers of society. Lies have infected diplomacy and politics; it has broken into journalism
and professors.

There are people who lie to your face. They enter into contracts and agreements without any
intention of keeping them. There are people who give evidence under oath, but no one believes them.
There are people who assure you of their friendship, but in their heart s, bile, venom and hatred are
boiling.

There are even children who promise their parents hills of gold and pretend that they care, but
once the parents sign over the house, or the interest or the money to them, they refuse to allow the old
mother or the old father to remain at home even in the smallest room, but they send them to a Home
for the Elderly. It is no wonder that someone called the telling of lies a pestilence which affects the mind
and heart and causes streams of tears and blood in others.

A liar was always held in contempt even in pagan countries. The Caesar of Rome, Marcus
Aurelius was wont to say — “Whoever lies deliberately and freely, that person is an atheist and is
villainous.” Aristotle, a pagan philosopher compares lying to a viper whose bite drips venom into the
blood and the veins.

The Roman Caesar Claudius, also a pagan, having learned of the death of a certain Roman
citizen, who during his life was known by all as a liar, did not allow him a funeral but ordered that his




